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provide symbolic feedback. This feedback is received and interpreted by the player’s
embodied self, which then interacts with the avatar programme to generate a response.
Although the three-tiered structure constructed by the programme compensates for the
spatial separation and lack of a symbolic system inherent in the early stages of
technological adoption, the programmatic symbolic interaction between humans and
quasthumanization sagents is asymmetrical. Consequently, humans are unilaterally
influenced by the programme during their interactions with these agents. People may
accept the behavioural logic constructed by the programme, alter their interpretative

frameworks, and thereby influence cultural trajectories.

116 - Adjusting Academic Identity and Negotiating Disciplinary Boundaries: A

Study on the Academic Socialization of Health Communication Scholars in China

- Zhou Yugiong, Gong Baofa

In recent years, the health communication academic community has grown significantly.
Its members include dedicated scholars committed to the field from the outset of their
careers,as well as cross-disciplinary scholars who transitioned in later. Regardless of

43

their initial motivations, all must navigate the “identity-field tension” arising from the

misalignment between their scholarly identity and the practical terrain, alongside the

43

inherent ambiguity of disciplinary boundaries at this intellectual “crossroads”. This
study constructed an academic socialization framework for Chinese health
communication scholars, conducting a questionnaire survey of 76 scholars and 15 in-
depth interviews. Findings indicate that both groups are converging toward a consensus,
continuously adapting and adjusting their academic identities through localized practices
while simultaneously negotiating and reconstructing disciplinary boundaries through

cross-disciplinary integration. As Chinese academia seeks autonomy, health

communication provides a “compact yet specific” sample, reflecting the collective will
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of contemporary Chinese scholars facing the challenges of localization and

interdisciplinary integration.

137 - The “Hong Kong Model” of Urban Newspaper Operations Led by the
Communist Party of China: A Re-exploration of Hong Kong’s Hwa Shiang Pao

during the War Against Japanese Aggression

- Tian Qiusheng

Between the 1941 Southern Anhui Incident and the outbreak of the Pacific War,
southbound Party-led intellectuals established Hong Kong’s Hwa Shiang Pao. Inheriting
the Communist Party of China’s “grey press” tradition, the newspaper adapted to Hong
Kong’s unique journalistic environment by presenting itself as a publication for overseas
Chinese merchants. By acknowledging the commercial and journalistic value of
newspapers, it secured a foothold and built a readership through localized news and
information services. Building on this, the paper adopted a targeted content strategy,
employing stylistic coordination and a patriotic, democratic narrative to conduct effective
united front propaganda among overseas Chinese communities. Beyond mobilizing
public opinion, Hwa Shiang Pao served as a “liaison station” for the Party’s united front
work. Ultimately, it forged a “Hong Kong model” for Party-led urban newspaper
operations, characterized by a “grey appearance” and a “localized” approach. Featuring
a “Party-led newspaper with civil operation,” this model integrated the professional and
party newspaper paradigms. This legacy is carried forward today by patriotic, Hong

Kong - loving Chinese — funded newspapers.
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