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of contemporary Chinese scholars facing the challenges of localization and

interdisciplinary integration.

137 - The “Hong Kong Model” of Urban Newspaper Operations Led by the
Communist Party of China: A Re-exploration of Hong Kong’s Hwa Shiang Pao

during the War Against Japanese Aggression

- Tian Qiusheng

Between the 1941 Southern Anhui Incident and the outbreak of the Pacific War,
southbound Party-led intellectuals established Hong Kong’s Hwa Shiang Pao. Inheriting
the Communist Party of China’s “grey press” tradition, the newspaper adapted to Hong
Kong’s unique journalistic environment by presenting itself as a publication for overseas
Chinese merchants. By acknowledging the commercial and journalistic value of
newspapers, it secured a foothold and built a readership through localized news and
information services. Building on this, the paper adopted a targeted content strategy,
employing stylistic coordination and a patriotic, democratic narrative to conduct effective
united front propaganda among overseas Chinese communities. Beyond mobilizing
public opinion, Hwa Shiang Pao served as a “liaison station” for the Party’s united front
work. Ultimately, it forged a “Hong Kong model” for Party-led urban newspaper
operations, characterized by a “grey appearance” and a “localized” approach. Featuring
a “Party-led newspaper with civil operation,” this model integrated the professional and
party newspaper paradigms. This legacy is carried forward today by patriotic, Hong

Kong - loving Chinese — funded newspapers.

RN i Rk

160



